
Welcome to creative innovation 
through business enterprise.

So, this is us…

“I wish I’d had that when 
                           I was at school.”



Contact us: hello@thisiscreativeenterprise.com 
Visit our website for inspiration: www.thisiscreativeenterprise.com 3



4Contact us: hello@thisiscreativeenterprise.com 
Visit our website for inspiration: www.thisiscreativeenterprise.com 

About Us
When we describe what it is that we do at This is Creative Enterprise, the response we 
always get is, “I wish I’d had that when I was at school”... so, what do we do?  
We work with businesses, schools, colleges and universities to give young people a taste 
of the opportunities that exist within the commercial creative, design and digital industries.

The students we work with range in age from four up to 24 and the projects we introduce 
evolve every year to reflect the rate of change in the commercial creative sectors.
We like to say we provide an emporium of brilliant ideas, incredible innovation and 
inspiring opportunities, but we couldn’t fit all that on our business cards. So, this is us,  
This is Creative Enterprise, providing students across the north east with creative innovation 
through business enterprise.

How we work
From our one-day workshops in primary schools to our longer-term projects with secondary 
school students, the experiences we offer and the businesses we work with change each 
year. This reflects the speed of innovation that takes place, month by month, across the 
creative and digital sectors in our region. Over the last ten years, TICE has worked with over 
250 businesses in the north east and beyond. 
 
The learning we provide ranges from 45-minute long presentations to bring the subject 
of employer engagement into schools, to providing full days of activities exploring the 
commercial creative, design and digital industries.  
 
We introduce students to current industry trends, perspectives and emerging opportunities 
by giving the young people we work with the chance to explore in full the scope of the 
careers that exist within the commercial creative industries. We work to give each student 
real-time, hands-on access to what’s happening in the world today – so they can think about 
where they might see themselves in the future. 
 
Our collaborative approach demonstrates how both educational staff and industry 
employers can work together to develop young peoples’ skills and career awareness. 
 
TICE brings a unique and invaluable perspective to student learning outside the classroom. 
With us, young people can explore the worlds of:

Fashion | Textiles | Music | Photography | Software development | Graphic 
design | Illustration | Creative enterprise | Creative writing | Film | Digital 
Media | Animation and more… and we love what we do.
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Our work with Secondary Schools
All our secondary school workshops are suitable for any Key Stage, while our TICE 
programme is aimed at students in Year 9 and above. TICE is unique. Our professional 
industry mentors bring a wealth of creative, design and digital expertise to each workshop 
and programme they work on. And with a long and proven track record, we’re dedicated to 
designing and developing memorable student experiences that make a difference.

TICE has been an amazing experience for our students. They have had the opportunity to 
meet and work with a range of industry professionals and other musicians their own age 
from around the local area. This has boosted their confidence in their abilities, helped them 
to see potential career paths in the music and creative industries, as well as already giving 
them a head start through all the networking they have done. It has pushed them out of 
their comfort zones on many occasions which have improved not only their confidence but 
also their musical abilities too. I would recommend TICE to any schools and students looking 
to gain some real-world experience in the North East’s creative industries

Katie Lee: GEORGE STEPHENSON HIGH SCHOOL

The TICE Programme
Since 2008, the TICE Programme has become one of the north east’s most successful 
creative programmes for young people from Year 9 onwards. The winner of the Design 
Skills award at the National Creative & Cultural Skills Awards, we have a proven track 
record of providing young people with hands-on careers progression, opportunities, skills 
development and guidance that specialises in the creative and digital sectors. 

Our workshops are facilitated by creative professionals and enhanced by behind-the-scenes 
tours and supported by industry and further and higher educational institutions. Designed to 
provide young people with the information, tools and networks they need to make informed 
decisions about their future, The TICE programme is the first step in providing an industry-
led overview of the creative, design and digital industries.
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Insight Stage: 

The one-day INSIGHT workshops are the 
beginning of the TICE journey for all students 
and their schools. Workshops take place in 
schools throughout January and introduce 
students to the mentor from their chosen 
creative, design and digital industry. 

 Explore Stage: 

The EXPLORE stage runs for two non-
consecutive days and sees each mentor 
taking their students out of school so that 
their students can start to experience the 
worlds of creative industry and higher 
education. These days are a rare opportunity 
for the students, and every year their 
feedback tells us that this stage is particularly 
enjoyable and memorable for them.

Students have the chance to participate in 
behind-the-scenes tours and to speak with 
creative entrepreneurs, university lecturers, 
college and university students, and business 
professionals. As a result, students begin to 
make connections with industry specialists 
and gain a deeper working understanding of 
their chosen creative area. 

HOW IT WORKS

CHOOSE A TOPIC BOOK A DATE TICE DELIVERSPICK YOUR 
CREATIVE AREA
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Create Stage: 
The Create stage is the final stage of the 
students’ TICE experience. Each student 
has three days to complete an industry-led 
project of their choice. The three days are 
non-consecutive and are resourced and 
planned in close coordination with the schools 
and the TICE Team.

The different projects are sponsored by a 
wide variety of our supporters, from regional 
to international companies to colleges and 
universities, and are mentored by the TICE 
team. 

Industry Hour and TheTICE Final Show: 
On the afternoon of the final show, we invite everyone who’s been involved in that year’s 
programme to come and see the students’ work on display. It’s a chance to talk to the 
students about their experience, talk to their teachers – and to meet fellow supporters from 
across the region’s businesses and higher education establishments.

The TICE Final Show is dedicated to the achievements of the students who have 
successfully completed the INSIGHT, EXPLORE and CREATE stages of the TICE 
programme. It’s their opportunity to showcase their talent, ability and what they’ve learnt 
from being involved in TICE.  The event is a fantastic celebration, which brings together 
our supporting industry professionals, higher and further educational institutions, the 
participating schools and of course the students and their families.

The students from all the disciplines have been really enthusiastic and have really risen 
to it, they’re owning it. It’s like they’ve grown up throughout the programme. TICE is very 
important to students because they suddenly get a chance to see what it’s like to live and 
work in the creative sector and they get to do things that don’t really have the opportunity 
to do in school – they get to lead, they have to work together. They’re filling their CVs with 
things that the creative sector really wants to see. It’s invaluable to them

Jayne Younger: LONGBENTON HIGH SCHOOL
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TICE Taster Workshops
If your school is unable to take part in the full TICE programme or you’d simply like to 
sample another area of our work, please ask about our individual workshops. Individual 
workshops are designed so your school can choose one of our creative areas together with 
a level of industry engagement – from an Insight workshop to an Explore experience or a 
Create project – for delivery to any Key Stage.

How to decide what will 
work best for your school?
From your first point of contact with us, whether you’re looking at the full TICE programme 
or a taster workshop, we’re here to offer you both guidance and advice. Feel free to discuss 
your needs with us, from the topics you’d like us to cover to the creative disciplines you’d like 
your students to experience. 

How to book a taster 
workshop or join the 
TICE programme?
To get involved  

call: 07720 016144 or  

email: hello@thisiscreativeenterprise.com
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Our creative areas
The rapid growth and the speed of technological change can make it difficult to keep 
up with the fast pace of the creative, design and digital sectors. Each TICE mentor works 
alongside industry leaders to gain an understanding of key developments and to recognise 
emerging skills shortages.

Both our programmes and workshops reflect the developing needs of industry and, in terms 
of sector awareness and employable skills, we keep abreast of changing trends.  Each of our 
creative areas taps into trend-driven and innovative provision to support and develop the 
career decisions of the young people we work with. 

Fashion | Textiles surface design | Music | Photography | Software development | 
Graphic design | Illustration | Creative enterprise | Creative writing | Animation

 
TICE FASHION explores avenues of design, digital, communication, production, trend, 
marketing, technology and retail.
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TICE TEXTILES is a creative exploration of processes such as dyeing, painting, printing, 
stitching, embellishing, quilting, weaving, knitting, felting and paper-making focusing on 
home interiors and crafts.

TICE GRAPHICS explores avenues of branding, marketing, advertising, product design, 
motion graphics, web design and software skills.
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TICE PHOTOGRAPHY explores avenues of travel, events, action, sports, landscape, 
fashion, wildlife, portrait, product, art, interiors and architectural.

TICE MUSIC explores avenues of songwriting, technology, composition, live performance, 
production and music business.
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TICE CREATIVE WRITING explores avenues of journalism, short stories, copywriting, 
marketing, editorial, screenwriting and communication.

TICE SOFTWARE explores avenues of gaming, VR, AI, programming, coding, web 
development, mobile and security.
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TICE ILLUSTRATION explores avenues of design for integration in published media; 
exploring traditional and modern techniques of illustration from pencil illustrations, 
charcoal illustration, lithography, mixed painting techniques to digital illustration software.

TICE ANIMATION explores avenues of short film, animated gifs, moving image for 
video games, motion graphics and special effects.
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TICE CREATIVE ENTERPRISE explores all areas of the creative sector from large design 
agencies to freelance careers and the process of entrepreneurship.

INDUSTRY HOUR AND THE TICE FINAL SHOW
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