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TICE CREATE Stage: FASHION Project 2 

Title: Contemporary Craftsmanship || Slowing down, looking up and keeping it personal #inspiredbyme 

Project Outline: It’s time to switch off and think about you. An individual, a person with many layers, a 

person with unique and beautiful details. Just switch off and think… take control, today is all about you. 

Fashion brands today are beginning to recognise that one size does not fit all. We do not want the same 

things and we don’t want to walk around looking like everyone else. We want to be individual and we are 

looking for personalisation. But how can fashion support this buying trend? By going back to basics and 

embrace the physical, the emotional, and the personal. 

 

Pick this project if you are interested in Fashion Sustainability, Fashion Illustration, design and make. 

Embroidery, Upcycling clothing and a little creative writing. 

For this project we are looking for no more than 10 people – we will discuss your choice at your interview.  

What is contemporary craftmanship? 

Let’s start with the concept of something being crafted. For most of us, this term suggests that the maker 

is highly skilled, and has created this product with attention to detail, and a sense of beauty. Ideally, the 

product should also contain some mark of quality where the touch of the human hand has made the 

difference. 

A craft is a pastime or a profession that requires particular skills and knowledge of skilled work. The story 

of embroidery is the story of the world. Embroidery has existed, in some form, in every population across 

the globe. Whether it’s displayed on clothing, home goods, or as an artwork, it’s a timeless craft that is an 

essential part of our material culture. This ancient craft first had a practical purpose of repairing clothing 

because garments were so expensive to produce, items of clothing were rarely thrown out; they were 

mended instead. Over time, this practicality evolved into more of an expression through decorative arts 

with contemporary techniques. And it has always been personal.  
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Why personalisation? 

Fashion moves faster than ever but the act of engraving, monogramming, stamping or embroidering a 

sign, letters or motifs has long been a strategy used by designers to strengthen our bond with their brand.  

So, what’s triggered the current flurry of personalisation products? Thanks to the quick turnaround of 

trends, anything that feels special or comes with a thoughtful touch is hugely appealing. Today we are 

bombarded with constant newness and retail promotions (fast fashion) but personalisation puts control 

back in our hands. It’s a fantastic differentiator and a way to delight loyal customers. If you’ve ever had that 

sinking feeling after seeing three people wearing the top you’ve just bought, the option to personalise a 

purchase adds a reassuring sense of exclusivity. 

While having your name written across the pocket of your T-shirt or embossed on the side of your 

handbag will remain a fun novelty, our shopping options are adapting so that we can be designers 

ourselves. Think of it as couture for the masses, kind of. 

With the technology that allows for personalisation products to become more and more slick, expect your 

future wardrobe to be filled with pieces that represent your own design and colour choices. But be warned, 

with great freedom comes great responsibility. Personalisation or customisation demands much more time 

and consideration than a grab-and-go Zara spree. After all, it’s much trickier to sell on eBay when it’s got 

your name emblazoned across the front! 

Which companies you will be working with: Melanie Kyles of https://www.melaniekyles.co.uk/ and Northumbria 

University Fashion Department. 

Your 3 Training Days may look like this:  

*Please note: you must attend all three training days to showcase your work at the Final Show. 

Day one: (11th June) This first day will be concentrating on personalisation, why is this trend so popular? 

You will also be concentrating on contemporary embroidery techniques with Melanie Kyles. You will have 

your photograph taken for producing your own embroidered personalised t-shirt. 

Day two: (19th June) This day will be dedicated to producing your t-shirt. You will also be creating a piece 

of creative writing explaining what personalisation means to you. 

Day three: (24th June) You will be finishing your work the t-shirt and your personalisation board, ready for 

the TICE Final Show. 

Your Mentor is: Charlotte Liddle. 

Need help or guidance? 

If you would like to choose this project but have a few questions please get in touch with your mentor. 

Charlotte:  fashion@tice-uk.com  
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