
DIGITAL ANIMATION, STORYTELLING & VR EXPERIENCE

TREND: SENSORY IDENTITIES AND MULTISENSORY EXPERIENCES

PROJECT TITLE: A Sense of Place 

THE BRIEF: Can you tell a story through sight, sound and smell? With this project students designed a virtual reality 
or augmented reality experience at Belsay Hall Castle & Gardens which engages all our senses. This brief included 
a visit to the venue to explore how we can we use new technology and animation to give us a sense of the past or 
bring characters to life. They explored how experiences can be designed to give us the feeling of a place, or tell us the 
stories of a place, without us actually being there.

SPONSORS: Belsay Hall, Castle & Gardens (English Heritage) and Kaleidoscope CFA.

LUKE CARTER 

Churchill Community 
College

Welcome to Belsay
In 1818 there was a grand opening of the hall designed by Sir 
Charles Monck. With a procession of squeaking wheels and horse’s 
hooves, Luke’s project focuses on the entrance to Belsay and 
features a carriage moving up the driveway towards the main hall. 

MATTHEW BROWN 

Churchill Community 
College

Ghostly Barks
Amongst the natural sounds of birds and wind through the trees 
there is something a bit more unnatural occupying Belsay. It is 
thought that the names carved into the stone within the gardens are 
those of Middleton family pets. Matthew’s idea conjures up ghostly 
dogs which float around the garden. 

JAMES RYAN TAYLOR 

Churchill Community 
College

The Wild Man
Little is known about the mysterious wild man depicted in the 
Middleton family crest. James has developed the wild man of 
Belsay into a centaur like creature, with a body made from the 
quarry stone and branches which creek as he walks up and down 
the spiral staircase.  

ADAM LAWLER 

Boldon School
The Vegetation Education Station 
Meet the gardener! Some of the plants at Belsay were the first to be 
imported into this country. Adam was most inspired by what he saw 
in the garden of Belsay. His idea is for an educational augmented 
app which identifies the plants around you as you walk through the 
grounds.  

JESSICA CARSON 

Boldon School
The End of the Castle 
As the smell of smoke wafts through the air from the castle’s 
kitchen, raised voices are heard at the top of the castle between 
the wild man and the king. Jessica was inspired by the Castle being 
confiscated by the king in 1317. Her story represents the conflict 
between the family and the crown. 

TREND: MAINSTREAM SUSTAINABILITY & HUMANS TAKING BACK CONTROL

PROJECT TITLE: Plastic not-so Fantastic 

THE BRIEF: Using the fun and hands-on approach to film making – stop motion animation – students were tasked to 
create a short, animated film about single use plastic. The film highlights why we should be reducing single use plastics, 
and the problems of ocean bound plastic. They were asked to use discarded plastic to create imagery in the form of 
collages or sculptures to illustrate the points they wanted to make.

SPONSORS: Northumbrian Water, Refill and Northumbria University.

KATHERINE MARTIN 

Churchill Community College
MOLLY WILLS 

Churchill Community College

ANDREW HENDERSON 

St. Wilfrid’s RC College
GABRIEL SANTIAGO 

St. Wilfrid’s RC College

BOBBY BOYLE 

St. Wilfrid’s RC College

DOMINIC MILLS 

St. Wilfrid’s RC College




