
I wish I’d had that 
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WELCOME TO... 
THIS IS CREATIVE ENTERPRISE 
(TICE)

Established in 2008, TICE:
•  Supports year nine to year thirteen students who are ready to explore a creative, 
 design or digital pathway

•  Presents a relevant overview of the creative sector and the different skills and   
 talents it requires

•  Provides valuable insights into how a creative business works and thrives

•  Gives practical and up-to-date careers advice and guidance

•  Helps students gain valuable industry contacts

•  Explores industry standard, specialist and transferable skills

•  Motivates, inspires and builds confidence in the students we work with

THIS IS CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, or TICE is a Community Interest Company or CIC. 
Working with the brilliant businesses, schools, colleges and universities in our region, 
we give young people a taste of the opportunities that exist within the commercial 
creative, design and digital industries. 

Whether students want to explore the fashion, textiles surface design, music industry, 
photography, software development, graphic design, illustration, creative enterprise, 
creative writing, film, digital media, or animation industries, TICE teaches them the 
steps they need to take to build a successful creative career.

Jennifer Barrett, Founder

The work that TICE does provides a space for self-reflection. It gives the students 
a way to start establishing a career focus, based on the roles that exist in today’s 
fast moving commercial creative, design and digital industries. TICE is also a 
resource that helps to signpost creative students to specific and real opportunities 
within both higher education and the creative industries.
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OUR AIMS & OBJECTIVES ARE TO:
•    Provide a creative approach to learning

•    Provide good examples of creative styles of learning – which can be embedded  
 successfully within the National Curriculum, both through the presentation of   
 individual subjects and through cross-curricular approaches

•    Offer opportunities for creative, innovative, original, imaginative and interactive  
 approaches to learning

TICE ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO:
•    Maintain an open mind while exploring a wide range of available options 

•    Reflect critically on ideas and outcomes 

•    Make useful connections across the traditional boundaries that exist between   
 school and industry

• Prepare for life beyond school by having a positive impact on their  
 personal development

The TICE programme has been an amazing opportunity for our 
students. They have had the opportunity to meet and work with a 
range of industry professionals and other students their own age 
from around the local area. This has boosted their confidence in 
their abilities, helped them see their potential career paths in the 
creative industries, as well as giving them a head start through all 
the networking they have done.

Mrs K Lee, Music Department, 
George Stephenson High School
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INTRODUCING THE TICE PROGRAMME
The TICE programme is a journey in three stages that culminates with a celebratory 
final showcase for students, teachers, families and industry supporters. 

The programme is updated each year and is designed to support students to explore 
a range of options and discover what the current creative, design and digital industries 
are really all about. 

With a choice of fashion, textiles surface design, music, photography, software 
development, graphic design, illustration, creative enterprise, creative writing, film, 
digital media and animation, the TICE programme showcases how creative sectors 
collaborate and integrate – and reveals the many opportunities such collaborations 
can present. Schools can choose to introduce one or more of the industries we 
cover to their students.

TICE is very important to students because they suddenly get 
a chance to see what it’s like to live and work in the creative 
sector and they get to do things they don’t really have the 
opportunity to do in school – they get to lead, they have to work 
together. They’re filling their CVs with things that the creative 
sector really wants to see. It’s invaluable to them. 

Ms J. Younger, Curriculum Leader of Art & Design,  
Longbenton High School
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THE INSIGHT STAGE: The one-day INSIGHT workshops are the beginning of the TICE 
journey for all students and their schools. Workshops take place in schools in January 
and introduce students to the mentor from their chosen creative, design and digital 
industry. 

OUR MENTORS

Each TICE Mentor holds DBS clearance and is a creative professional working in 
industry. Mentors design each Insight workshop to be engaging, informative and 
interactive – and update them each year to represent developing industry trends.

ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS

Insight days explore the students’ chosen creative area from an industry perspective, 
giving students a broad insight, which includes the scope of the creative sector, potential 
career progression, and fundamental creative business knowledge. 

This January I’ve had the pleasure of working for @ticeuk doing 
animation Insight Stage #workshops at three local schools. It was the 
first time #animation has been added to the subject areas TICE offers, 
and it was great to see how much the students enjoyed learning more 
about this industry. We got to grips with a few animation skills including 
#characterdesign and #walkcycles. Thank you @jen.k.barrett for the 
opportunity to be part of the programme!

Chloe Rodham, Animation Mentor, 2018

I learnt how to create code in two different ways in scratch and in 
HTML…I found the tasks throughout the day really interesting and fun 
because I got to do it all with my friends and the mentor was really nice.

L. Draper, George Stephenson High School,  
TICE programme student 2017
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THE EXPLORE STAGE: The EXPLORE stage runs for two non-consecutive days and 
sees each mentor taking their students out of school so that their students can start to 
experience the worlds of creative industry and higher education. These days are a rare 
opportunity for the students, and every year their feedback tells us that this stage is 
particularly enjoyable and memorable for them. 

EXPLORING THE WORLD OF WORK
Students have the chance to participate in behind-the-scenes tours and to speak with 
creative entrepreneurs, university lecturers, college and university students, and business 
professionals. As a result, students begin to make connections with industry specialists 
and gain a deeper working understanding of their chosen creative area. 

The tours, both of industry and further education, showcase the academic and 
vocational routes that are available in each creative sector – and dispel the myth that the 
arts, design, media or creative industries are a soft option to take.

THE CREATE STAGE: The Create stage is the final stage of the students’ TICE 
experience. Each student has three days to complete one industry-led project of their 
choice. The three days are non-consecutive and are resourced and planned in close 
coordination with the schools and the TICE Team.

The different projects are sponsored by a wide variety of our supporters, from 
regional companies to colleges and universities, and are mentored by the TICE team. 
The CREATE stage is an opportunity for TICE students to work closely alongside 
business professionals, while at the same time gaining specialist advice,  
guidance and skills.

Each student is supported to produce an outstanding piece of work with the help of 
their mentor and sponsoring company so they can present or perform their work at the 
TICE Final Showcase event. 

The projects are facilitated around the region in a variety of diverse venues, from 
music studios and theatres to university departments and design studios. Designed 
by the TICE mentors, each of the three days is structured so that students have every 
opportunity to complete their projects to a high standard. 

I’ve learnt about more interesting and unique careers and opportunities. 
Possibilities that are inspiring yet realistic too and I have developed my 
teamwork skills with friends and new people.

E. Robson, Marden High School, TICE programme student 2018

Bumble and Bloom were a tiny part of this year’s cohort, helping 
as an Industry Partner, sharing our story and what we do. 
Consider us impressed!

Chloe Hall, Director, Bumble & Bloom Media
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INDUSTRY HOUR

On the afternoon of the final show, we invite everyone who’s been involved in that year’s 
programme to come and see the students’ work on display. It’s a chance to talk to the 
students about their experience, talk to their teachers – and to meet fellow supporters 
from across the region’s businesses and higher education establishments.

THE TICE FINAL SHOW

The TICE Final Show is dedicated to the achievements of the students who 
have successfully completed the INSIGHT, EXPLORE and CREATE stages of the 
TICE programme. 

It’s their opportunity to showcase their talent, ability and what they’ve learnt from 
being involved in TICE. 

The event is a fantastic celebration, which brings together our supporting industry 
professionals, Higher and Further educational institutions, the participating schools 
and of course the students and their families.
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Would you like to be 
involved?
THE FACTS

Ebacc and Progress 8 performance measures are changing the focus of creative 
education within schools. This changing focus means that fewer young people are 
choosing to pursue careers in the creative sector. TICE is working to change this.

The joy of working for TICE is that you never know who you’re going to 
meet, who you’re going to inspire. My students have cited Rowling and 
Morpurgo and Dahl as their inspirations. Who knows who they’ll grow up 
to be or what they’ll grow up to create. But I know that by the end of the 
programme they’ll know what steps they need to take to get t 
hemselves there.

Katherine Wildman, Creative Writing Mentor, 2019

You should step outside your comfort zone and always try new things.  
I have never done anything like the TICE programme, and I will probably 
never have the opportunity to do anything like it again. It is a once in a 
lifetime chance, which I am extremely grateful for. 

TICE student, 2018 programme

Since TICE started in 2008, over 2,500 students have been involved in the TICE programme. 
As a result of the experiences, connections and confidence they gain with us, many of our 
graduates are now employed in the creative, design and digital industries

HOW YOU CAN HELP

There are four ways in which you could support us to bring a unique and invaluable 
perspective to student learning outside the classroom. Each of which will help us to 
enable students across the north-east to explore the worlds of fashion, textiles surface 
design, music industry, photography, software development, graphic design, illustration, 
creative enterprise, creative writing, film, digital media, and animation.

TICE is a key factor for those who wish to achieve at an outstanding level.

Christopher Hodge, Senior Lecturer, 
Northumbria University, School of Design
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WHAT IS INVOLVED?
OPTION 1 – SHARE WHAT YOU KNOW 
Become a guest speaker 

Could you share what you know? Guest speakers are a vital addition to 
the TICE programme, throughout all its stages. If you’re willing and able to 
give us an hour or two of your time to showcase your skills, experience and 
business knowledge, you’ll be sharing invaluable industry insights with 
our students.

OPTION 2 – SHOW US AROUND
Host a workplace tour

Are you able to welcome a group of students into your workplace for a 
look behind the scenes? If so, we’d love to hear from you. In the past, our 
supporters have taken students into recording studios, theatres, university 
departments, and creative agencies – the visits are a vital part of the TICE 
programme and provide experiences that the students love and remember.

We went to Northern School of Art for day one, which was 
really good  and for the second day we went to Northumbria 
University and the Mushroom Works, which was amazing to 
see the artists’ different work.

A. Wright, student, Textiles surface design 2018
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WHAT IS INVOLVED?
OPTION 3 – COLLABORATE WITH US
Set us a challenge 

Could you set us a brief? We’ve sent students out to fulfil live briefs across 
many of our creative areas, and they’ve always risen to the challenge with 
style – and gained huge amounts of confidence in the process. If you’re able 
to help us develop an industry-led project – small or large – for the Create 
stage of the programme, we’d love to talk to you.  

OPTION 4 – SPONSOR A SUBJECT, 
SUPPORT A SCHOOL
Wish you’d had this at school?

Is there a school that’s close to your heart that could benefit from what 
we offer? It costs £1,600 per year for a school to offer their students the 
chance to explore one of the creative areas we offer. You can choose to 
work with a particular school – or select a creative area that reflects your 
business. 

We use any financial support you can give us to provide quality 
experiences, equipment, resources, materials for the students – and to 
produce the Final Show. 

We’d love you to make an aspirational commitment to the young 
people in our programme. Why? Because this means your 
involvement is transparent, accountable and credible and because 
we know just how important it is to the students we work with 
when people from industry support and validate their work.

Lee Casey, Enterprise Mentor, This is Creative Enterprise
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Your help means that 
we can:
• Help students become more efficient and entrepreneurial
• Improve students’ basic employability skills, removing barriers to work
• Help disadvantaged individuals and groups value their aspirations
• Increase students’ achievements, and confidence

Why TICE?
1. We’ll bring your teams together and watch as a sense of ownership and pride 
develops in your roles as industry mentors

2. We’ll improve your employee morale and loyalty as your company’s involvement 
impacts on the community in which you operate

3. We’ll help you uncover a wealth of new creative talent – nurturing students to 
develop the skills for successful work experience or apprenticeship placements 

4. We’ll support your CSR strategies -  in a way that’s engaging, positive and fun 
for everyone involved

Whether you can share what you know, host a workplace tour, set us a 
brief or support a school, we’d love to talk to you.

To get in touch with us today, email: hello@thisiscreativeenterprise.com

The TICE team

Ultimately, we don’t want you to simply tick a box for CSR. But we would 
like to see you jump out of that box as creatively as possible, scribble all 
over it and help showcase the talent of this region with us.

Jennifer Barrett, Founder and MD of This is Creative Enterprise



Fashion explores avenues of design, digital, 
communication, production, trend,marketing, 

technology and retail.

Graphics explores avenues of branding, 
marketing, advertising, product design, motion 

graphics, web design.

Illustration explores traditional and modern 
techniques of illustration from pencil illustrations, 
charcoal illustration, lithography, mixed painting 

techniques to digital illustration software.

Writing explores avenues of journalism, short 
stories, copy writing, marketing, editorial, 

screenwriting and communication.

Animation explores avenues of short 
film, animated gifs, moving image for 
video games, motion graphics and 

special effects.

Music explores avenues of song writing, 
technology, composition, live performance, 

production and music business.


